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Phoenix program* for which (he 
ad? loo* Who subcommittee a ala. 


WlMva&l 

more than 20*000 al legal 
m l 9 68 to 1961 under the 


finamase-run 

Lea funds and 

Viet 

Cong inf oraera were killed from 1968 to 1961 under the program* 

It la i, lfflp oB§lEla not. to wonder how many were the Innooent 
rlotlma of faulty lntelllgfnoe. ” li aald* _ ■ 
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The report caUa' for the secretary of defense to t J 'fully 
Investigate these allegations of war crimes committed by Y»S 
military personnel in South Vlotnam against o ivil Ians a us peel 
of; Viet Cong activities • » ’ 

During hearings In July and August of 197 1* the auheommlttar 
was told by K # Barton Osborn* who said he served In military 
Intelligence activities In South Vietnam* that he saw an Arne: 


American 

an 


He also said torture and Interrogation operations were carried 
out by 4 •Americans only” with the knowledge of the South 
Vietnamese government. 
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Comment: Thuermer, Maury and CSD© have copies. 



These comments represent the initial and tentative reaction of the 
Office of . Current Intelligence to the attached item from the news 
services . t . 
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Call to Probe 


inhee0ed 


United Press International 

A House subcommittee has 
Cgfjgd.jDn the Pentagon to in- 
vdB|igate charges that U.S. 
servicemen routinely mur- 
dered South Vietnamese civil- 
ians suspected of Viet Cong 
activities,' many of whom 
might have been innocent vic- 
tims of faulty intelligence. 

The subcommittee said in a 
classified report, obtained by 
United Press International 
yesterday, that the Defense 
Department knew of the 
Charges involving a counter- 
t e r r o rism program called 
' Phoenix, but had failed to in- 
vestigate. 

The report said 20,587 per- 
sons suspected of being Viet 
Cong infrastructure members 
were killed under the program 
from the beginning of 1968 
through May 1971, and “it is 
impossible not to wonder how 
mapy of those persons were 
the innocent victims of faulty 
intelligence." 


The report by the foreign 
operations and government in- 
formation subcommittee, 
based on almost two years of 
hearings and investigation in 
Vietnam, questioned the “seri- 
ous moral considerations of 
U.S. support for a program 
that allegedly included tor- 
ture murder and inhumane 
treatment of South Vietnam- 
ese civilians." 

However, the parent Gov- 
ernment Operations Commit- 
tee appeared ready to kwl the 
report through inaction. A 
Sept. 17 meeting to consider 
the report was called off, and 
only a handful of members ap- 
peared yesterday, preventing 
a quorum. 

Rep. John Conyers ,D-Mich. 
charged a “complete double- 
cross” by both Republicans 
and Democrats to prevent the 
report from being approved. 

“It would seem that here in 
the eighth year of the Vietnam 
war, we would want to get this 
thing out,” Conyers said. But 
he added it was “clear that 
Congress wants to rationalize 
this whole damned thing.’ 

Rep, william Moorhead , 
D-Pa . . ~ suBcdm irnit.tee diair- 
map , promised - an other eftort 
m apt the report' u 
f pl] comm itte e n ex t week. 
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